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“OREOLE” DEFINED.
Sonday, July 25, 1875,

Mr. P. 8. Moran: z

Dear Sir—Your note acquaints
e that, in consequence of many
discussions which you bave hnnf.
and of varions opinions which yon
have read in print, yon request me
to give you the true meaning of
the word “Creole.” Not of my own
knowledge, but out of the autho-
rity of the best approved writers
who mention the word, I most
cheerfully comply with your e

(qnest, while it will be my endea-

vor to remove misconception,
which ignorance has, 8o long and
80 often, attached on the term both
at home and al?ul. The evi-
out for yonr cor-
sideration are 50 clear and anmis-
takable that “he who runs may
read.”
n
Worcester's Yankee Dictionary,
assisted by Webster's wortl-mon-
gery : “Creole, a native of Spa-

'|nish America or of the WestIn-
+ | dies,. bora of European

Ancestors,
a8 distinguished from any resident
inbabitant born in Enrope, as also
distingnished from the offspring
of mixed blood, ‘as themulato born
of a negro mother and ® mestizo
born of an Indian mother.”

Thix definition, on the face of it,
looks fairly enough; Lut it isas full
ot absurdity as is an egg of addle,
It violates the grand, logical law
that every definition, to be impre-
gnable, must apply “uni, solo et
toto.” apply uni, toonething ; solo,
to that one thing only and to none
other ; toto, who'ly and exclusively
to that one thing und to none
other. This is the irveversiblelaw
of mind, which controls the full-
ness and the accuracy of defini-
tions. Worceater’s, borroived from
the Popular Cyclopedia, as he
borrowed “bleymne” from a Far.

‘ trier's Vocabulary, is sinful in two

h h

of its br at least, 88,
however rare the case may be—
and we thank God that, iu spite of
the 13th, 14th and 15th corrup-
tious of the Coustitution, it is
rare—a mulato may be the get of a

negro, outof the body of a white
womau, just as & mestizo may be

o
1

cnts, but igpew-aich
f:’m Vogetalie

the first p.hne,i quote from ||

e -

. .
fathered by an India ont of &
white woman. Of &fe latter, I

have met instancesin my residence
in Central America where I bave
found pure and po mistake white
women, yoked to pure and no mis-

%ake Indian men.

Now, dear sir, in opposition to
the Yankee definition, dated Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts, 1859, let
me invite your attention to the
Dictionary of the Spanish lan-
guage published by the Royal
Academy of Madridin 1762, which
thus plainly defines the word

the Indies, whether the East or
the West Indies, of %:&h pa-
rents, or of parents of other nations,
who are not Indians.” This word,
“oreole,” is one INVENTED BY THE
SPANISH CONQUERORS OF AME-
RICAAND BY THEM MADE COMMON
IN SPAIN, to distinguish their Eu-
ropean progeny, as we learn from
Acosta’s History of the Indies, in
the fourth book and chapter the
twenty-fifth.” The definition goes
on to say: “This word ‘creole,’ jn
confse of time, came to apply not
only to children born of Enropean
extended
Hence’ *hey had v “a
creals araolelienus a1 e
flowr, td distinguish” "hm?";m
doubt, from the like whieh were
imported into the colonies from
Spain.” : w“
The next definition, relative to
this question, derived from " the
profound work of Covarrubias on
the “Origins of the Spanish Lan-
guage,” from its.* inian
sources, running, throygh the Go-
thic and Moorish qﬂﬂm to the
period in  which N~
states that the Word . crolin—a
creole—is an “invandion. of-Spsia-
born pareots to denote their chil-
dren, begotten and boru in Ame-
riea” o eums <inao :
A next definition, connected
with the earlier significance ot the
word Creole, 18 in the Trévoux
Grand Dictionary, a work of the
learned Jesuit Fathers, written in
this wise: “This word, in French,
was formerly written eriole, as de-
rive from the Spanish verb eriar,
10 beget, to bring up, ete. It 13
now written ereole and is the ap-
pellation given to a cbild of Euro-
pean origin—no longes liwited to
Spanish origin, a8 you may per-
ceive—of European origin, born in
any one of the colonies of the two
Amwmericas. This nnme was after-
wards misapplied to negroes and
mulatoes, whether free-born, or
born in sluvery, either from Afri-
can parents, out from mixed white
and black blood. It was, in after
years, used in speaking of animals
and even of vegetablesand fruits.”
. ALEXR DIMITRY.
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