


BOSTON.

From the Christinn Register.
FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Letter from the Rev. Dr. Lowell, of Bosten, to one
of the Secretaries of the American Board of Com- |
missioners for Foreign Missions.

o Boston, Feb. 5th, 1842.
My Dear Sir,~ The death of our respected -fnenfi,

Lt. Gov. Winthrop, has interrupted our meetings in

reference to the Greeks, but it has net diminished,

1 am sure, the interest that we feel in them, or made

us less anxinus that their cry for lielp should be

heard, and responded to, by those whose spiritual
privileges are greater than theirs.

When 1 was in Athens, | was introduced by my
friend, Mr. Perdicuris, to the celebrated chieftain,
Mavromichalis, or Petrom Bey, the prince of Maina,
a part of the ancienl Sparta.

At this interview, he expressed in glowing lan-
gonage, and with deep emotion, his grattude to my
countrymen for the succor they had afforded the
Greek nation whilst struggling for independence,
and for the interest maonifested by the Clristian
community here, in the intellectual and moral re-
generation of Greece. He spoke of the school which
had been established by the A.B.C.F.M. in his
native country, Maina, of the great good it had
done, within its limited sphere, and of the earnest
desire of the Mainotes, that it might prove the pre-
cursor of the €xtensive diffusion of the means of
education among them. i

On my visiting Athens a second time, on my re-
turn from Egypt and Syria, the aged chiel, hearing
of my arrival, and tearing that I might not again
call on him, came, himseli, to my lodging, to repeat
the subject of our former conversations. I can never
forwet the kindiing eye, the anunated gesture, ine
earpest expostulation, the fervid eloguence of the
old man, as he urged the claims ol his countrymen
upon my sympathy, and through me, as he trasted,
upon the sympathy of the American public.

In my first discourse to iny people after iy return
home, [ briefly presented these claims, as well as the
claims of missions generally, in the region I had
visited, and determined to follow up these inculca-
tions, both in the pulpit and frem the press.

The dispensations of Providence.demanding nearly
all my time for domestic dulies, which was not neces-
sarily devoted to parochial labors, have prevented me
hitherto, from fulfilling my purpose.

Ata season of much anxiety of mind, I received a
Jetter from Mavromichalis. It was shown 1o several
friends in whom [ thoughtit might excite an interest
in favor of its object, and 1 determmed to bring it

" before my people, and the public; but it was unfor-

tunately mislaid, and though sought for with inach
diligence, has been but recently recovered.

{ transmit you a copy of it for publication, and ao
it is a voice from Sparla, intones touching and elo-
quent, [ trust it will not be uttered in vain.

w My Honored and Reverend Swr,—Having had the
good fortune of becoming personally acquaigted with
you during your visitat Athens,and having witnessed
your zeal for the cause of education in Greece in
general, and in wmy native Sparta in particular, I
take the liberty to recal myself to you, by my pres-
enc letter, and to request that you would be so good
as to interest the benevolent institutions ol America,
the friends of Greece, and of the Spartans, amongst
you, and induce them to contribute something tor
the establishment of common schools in Laconia,
which, owing to tiie poverty of the people, is unable
to secure the blessings of educalion, and that, too,
when the inhabitants, though ignorant, are far from
being deficient in love of learning.

*The common school established]at Areopolis, the
capital of Laconia, by your praiseworthy country.
men, the Rev. M:. Houston and the Rev. Mr. Ley-
burn, is making good progress, and is promising much
for taat part of the country, but, owing to its [imited
raeans, its benefits are confined to the Demos of the
capital, and to a few neighboring districts. The in~
crease of means will necessarily tend to increase the
sphere of education. The desire which [ feel in iny
old age and its consequent infirmities, is to aid my
compatriots in acquiring the blessings of education,
without which they cannot be truly happy ;»~and for
the aid of this nbject, I address myself to you, and
entreat your co-operation.

I remain, with sincere esteem,
Very respectiully, yours,
Petron BEv MavromicravLls.




Mavromichalis alludes to my ¢ zeal for the cause of
‘ducation in Greece.” 1 should have been cald,
ndeed, if [ could have visited tiie most interesting
nstitution of Mr. and Mrs. Hill, the Episcopal mis-
wonaries in Athens, and, the schools winch the
Freeks thewmselves, in their zeal, have got vp, with-!
wat having my spirit stirred within we. No descrip-
ion can convey an adequate idea of the intenseness
f that arder with which the young Greeks engage in
he pursuit of learning; inkeriting the spirit, as in
nany instances they bear the names of their renown-
'd ancestors. The schools are overflowing, and
)undreds are pressing tor admission who cannot ob-
ain it.

At the University, I found them outside the door,
rending forward and eagerly catching the sounds of
nstruction frem the lecturer swithin—¢ daily walch-
ng at the gates,and waiting at the poste of the doors.’
Nor is this pursuit of learning confined to the young.
All ages, especially ecclesiastics, who Lad only
earned to read, or could not read at all, are seen
vith their bouks, on tiheir way to school; the oldest
lucing themselves with docility in the same form:
vith the youthful learner.

{ would that { could introduce my countrywomen
nto the school for girls, for, alas! Lhere is but one,
iesides the American school in Athens. [ should
lecd no other argumeat to move their sympathy.
3ut I must only tetl them how these interesting
‘hildren, of their own sex, crowded around us, ex-
ubiting the little specimmens of their ingepuity and
ndustry, and how delighted they were, when told
hat their case ghould be stated to American women,
#ho would not fail to furnish them with additional
naterinls for learning, and to enable others to share
with them iu the privileges they enjoyed. Will not
wr country women redeem the pledge we gave on
heir behalf’?  Will they not send, or furnish the
neans of procuring, books and charls and instru-
nents, and aftord other Greek females, too, the
neans of being instructed, and qualified to instruct
vthers ?

The university of Athens has been instituted, not
outof the abundance, but the penury ot the Greeks.
They have laid the foundation. Will not the young
men in our colleges, and other seminaries,bring each
a stone toaid in completing this temple of science ?
Will they not form associations for the purpose of
*xtending to their Greek bretliren the advantages
with which they themselves are so abundantly fur-
nished?

The first American school in Greece was that es—
tablished by your Board st Syra, in 1827, It still
exists under the name of the * American School,”
thowgh it is supported by the Charch Missionary
Society in England. It contains, I believe, between
gix and seven hundred pupils of both sexes. ‘This
school, with a school commenced in 1820 by Dr.
King, in the islund of Tenos, (the first of thatl kind
ever known there,) and that of Mr. and Mrs. Hill,
betore meuntivned, bave given a nost salutary yn-
pulse to the cause of education in Greece. Indeed,
without that impulse, probably little, if anything,
would have been as yet effected. OF the devotion of
Mrs. Hill, and the young ladies her assistants, Lo
their good work, [ can hardly speak too liighly.

The American schools are connected with the
Ameriean missions, and 1 have a few words (o say on
the subject of these missions, 1 visited the Baptist
nussionary at Patras, and the congregational mission-
aries of your Board at Suiyrna, and Cyprus, and Bey-
rout, snd Jerusalem. With sume of them I remained
several weeks, and with gll o them a sufficient length
of time Lo becowe acquainted with their operations,
and their prospects of sucecess  They are vnostenta.
tiously, but steadily, judiciously and diligently. pur.
sumig their wark. ‘This work 1s the infusing the life
and spititof Christianity into the Greek and Armenian
churches, which have a name to live, but are dead.

If the American missionaries, or any other mis- |
siananes, shall be the instruments in the hands ot
God, of resuscitating these lifeless bodies, a work |
will bave been perforined worth all the labc,ar and ex-‘
pense that have been, or ever will be devoted to ji.—
They will be the instruments of raising “-Ouundsa.nd'
tens of thousands of their fellow beings from the most
degraded state of ignorance, superstition and vyice
to light, and rational religion and virtue ;—from u,.;
slavery of sin ond Satan, to the glorious liberty of
the sons of God. This the miesionaries are aiming
to do, by teaehing the young, by preaching and by
translating, printing and circulating, not covertly but
openly, and with the sanction ot authority, the Holy
Scripiures, and works of science and literature and
practical piety. Asmnch has been donens ought
to bave been expected in the time and under the oir.
cumslances—though certainly not as much as is to
be done, and may be done—yes, and by God's bles-
sing, will be done. The ground has been broken
seed has been sown, and, in many instances, has .u'.

“teady germinated, and eprung up, and brought forth
fruit.




I need not particolarize. You have the reports of
your missionaries ;—itis for me only, who have been
an eye witness, to add my testimony to the truth of)
those reports. ltisimpartial lestimony—lor, though
a Congregationalist, as regards the outworks of the
house of God, in lheology—! belong to noseet. I
have no name but Christian, and no creed but the
Word of God. - _ .

The missionaries, Baptist, Kpiscopalian, and Cons-,
gregational, with whom it was my happipese to be
Cone acquainted, are, in my opinion, aensuble., bhberal
minded, good men, laboring, side by side, in their
noble Undertaking, without jealovsy—nay, [ trust,
with the Kindest feelings towards one another.—
Tiwy have, indeed, the same object ; not to make
proselytes to theip denomination, but convergs to
wital, evangelical rehgion,

T!xefr labors are exclusively directed to nominal
Christians, but in the East there will be a reflex in-

finence upon the disciples of the Koran. Indeed,
already, the American migsio

- !
naries have been con.
nulted, and have furnished 4

, be model of a school
at Constaoticople, if they hyve not,as [ think has|
beern the case, furnished hinportant aid in its in-
struction.

L am aware that there are those who think that
the Mohammedans may ns wel)

: Témain as they are.
The llODt’Sly of the Turk ﬁ olten Diesented i‘{con.
trast to the koavery of the Christian, [ e Chirie-

tian is less honest than the Turk, it is not the fayljt
ot his religion, but because he is less observant of
its requisitions. But let us look at the reverge of
this picture. The Turks in general, are ignornnt,
lazy, sensual.. The most intelligent among them,
indeed, ip many instances, are infidels in regard to‘

i




Mohammedaniem, and very little observant of the
precepts of their Bible. The late Sultan died of
delirium tremens. | was in Constantinople at the
time ol his death, and had the fact 1 lmve. stated |
from undoubted authority. Js there any enlighten~-
ed and virtuous American, who would exchange
his condition with that of a follower of Molammed?
~ There are those, agnin, who unbk thatall we have
to give shlould be given (O home missions. The

homely proverb isoften quoted. * Charily begins at
bome.” It 18 true ; but it does not end there. The

Samaritan who bound vpjthe wounds of the Jew who
had fullen agong tlheves on his way to Jericho, did
pot think that it ended there. |t he had, the wound-
ed traveller would have perished, The apostles were
commissioned to preach the Gospel 10 every creature,
beginning al Jerusalem. And how did they [ulfil the
commismion ?  Did they wait till ali Jerusalem was
converied, vefore they went to the Gentilee? The
devoutl cenlurion. to whom Peter was lent’ may sn-
gwer ths ques‘-'ﬂ“.

Let thuose who believe that charity begine and end=
at home, take care and be faithtul 1n doing their own
duty at home ; and {et those who feel the torce of the
admonition, * These things ought ye to have done,and
not to leave the other undone,’ do whatthey wiil with
thewr awn,

For wysell. ] amin favor both of home missions
and of foreigo missions—and 1 will do what | may,~
hitle, indeed, il is, to help them forward. | .honor
the man, let him beor what name he will, who, for.
s king country and {riends, the home of his affections
and early associations, the Jand of his fathers’ sepul-
chres,—goaes lorth, with the hanner of the cros in
his kiands, and the glad news of salvation on his lips,
to carry the bread of hie to those that are, perishing
forlack of knowledge. I bid him God ﬁtffeed. He
has my fervent good wishes, and my poor yet fervent
prayers, for his success. And in every measure of
success which [ witness, or of which { hear,1 do re-
jotce, yea, 1 will rejoice,

1 um, dear sir, respectfully and affectionately

-« Yourlriend and brother,
: CHas. LowELL.
Rufus Anderson, D. )., Sec'ry of the A. B, C. F. M.
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